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On a wintery Friday, in a warm cafeteria with children and their significant male 

role models, a feast of donuts was enjoyed by all.  This James McGee ATP event 

was a successful memory making activity where the students and their guests en-

joyed fresh doughnuts and juice before class.  Having a low key activity like this 

helped promote family time and encouraged other 

families to meet new friends. During this get together, 

Clifford the Big Red Dog also circulated throughout the 

cafeteria to invite people to visit the book fair that was 

taking place in the library. The donuts were donated by 

WinCo Foods. McGee ATP will host another event in 

the month of May for Moms called “Muffins with Moms” 

as another community event at the school. Great ex-

amples, McGee, of partnership with families. 

Try This Out 
Meeting Agenda Planning 

Guide  
Would you like a guide that 
helps pre-plan what items 
to cover at ATP meetings? 
Well we  have just this  on a 
one page ready to use 
Meeting Agenda Planning 
Guide. 

This guide gives an 
overview of what agenda 
topics can be addressed 
through out the school 
year. This is a great tool to 
utilize that will help prepare 
monthly agendas. 

District ATP also uses this 
guide as another way to 
maintain communication 
with ATP chairs and 
principals by sending them 
a monthly meeting  e-mail 
reminder. The reminder 
highlights bulleted points 
from this guide as 
suggested items to  discuss 
at ATP meetings. This 
organizational ATP tool can 
be found at http:/ /
www.psd1.org/page/545 

Developing Leaders  
Each year the National Network 
of Partnership Schools (NNPS) 
hosts a two day professional 
development conference in 
Baltimore, Maryland for its 
members.  Attendees are 
provided opportunities 
to extend their 
knowledge and skills 
i n  p a r t n e r s h i p 
program development 
to sustain goal-linked 
programs of family 
a n d  c o m m u n i t y 
engagement.  Members from 
near and as far as Spain, New 
Zealand and South Africa 
attended the event in early 
November.  The Tri-Cities alone 
showcased its presence with 
over 20 staff there!  Pasco was 
represented by staff from NNPS 
Partnership School Award 
winning Ochoa Middle School 
and by staff from NNPS 
Partnership District Award 

partners were Pasco School 
District and Alvord Unified 
School District, each sharing 
their unique experiences in 
program development and 
vision for the future.  The 
conference also hosted the 
annual poster session reception 
where members had the 

opportunity to share 
i d e a s  a b o u t 
s u c c e s s f u l 
i n v o l v e m e n t 
activities that can be 
used or adapted 
from preschools, 

elementary, middle, high 
schools, districts, states and 
organizat ions in  NNPS.  
Attendees walked away from 
the conference with many 
strategies and tools to fine-tune 
and scale up their partnership 
programs.  All ATP Chairs will 
have an opportunity to hear 
d e t a i l e d  c o n f e r e n c e 
experiences by Pasco attendees 
at the January Cluster Meeting.    

winning School & Family 
Partnerships office.  This year’s 
conference was extra special as 
it celebrated the network’s 20th 
Anniversary.  Founder and 
Director Dr. Joyce Epstein and 
her colleagues did a fantastic 
job providing 18 break out 
sessions for school, district and 

state level members.  Sessions 
included “Set the Action Team 
in Action”, “When Leaders 
Change:  How to Sustain 
Progress on Partnerships”, 
“Partner with Families with Low 
Income for High Student 
Achievement”, “Communicate 
with Parents on State Standards 
and State Tests” and more.  The 
2015 NNPS partnership award 
winners and conference 

Spotlight On: Donuts with Dads at McGee 

Connection 

Dads and students line up to get their 
donut and juice to enjoy. 
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Resource Corner: Principals Matter Important Dates: 
 

No School—Winter Break  

December 23 -January 1  
 

Bilingual Parent Advisory 

Committee Conference 

Pasco High School 

January 16th 

8:00 am-2:30 pm 

 

Martin Luther King Day 

No School 

January 18th  

 

All ATP Chairs Cluster 

Meeting #2 

Pasco High School 

January 19th  

4:00—6:00 p.m.  
 

Family Math Night 
Franklin STEM Elementary 

January 22nd  

6:00 p.m.  

Esmeralda Magaña-Valencia 

Parent Engagement Coordinator 

509-543-6714 

emagana@psd1.org 

 

Melissa Pierce  

Parent Partnership Coordinator 

509-543-6771 

mpierce@psd1.org 
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“ATP Connection” is published by the Pasco School District  for members of the Action Teams for Partnerships.   

For questions or concerns, contact Special Programs  at the number listed above.   

This section of the ATP Connection newsletter highlights NNPS publications.  These 
research and involvement based resources feature ideas that may be modified and 
easily adapted to enhance your school’s program of school, family and community 
partnerships.  It is our hope that teams will reference these resources and implement 
ideas that will engage all families as partners in student success!   

 

Principals Matter is the title of this featured NNPS guidebook.  Each building 
principal has an important role in guiding and nurturing 
their School, Family, and Community Partnerships pro-
gram and having the connection within their school. Re-
search also indicates the key leader to having a successful 
program for the school is the principal. Principals wear dif-
ferent hats and they are the key ingredient in creating the 
tone and welcoming environment to students, staff, fami-
lies, and community. This guidebook discusses research 
on leadership, partnership, importance of family roles in 
the school, and much more. Any ATP member interested 

in checking out a copy of this book may contact 543-6771 to reserve it.   
 
 For more information and details about this original resource 

please visit the NNPS website at:  
http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/publications/principals-

matter.htm 

Quote of the Month:  

“If we’re growing, we’re always going to be out of 

our comfort zone.” - John Maxwell 
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